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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS

Kellye Duncan

self

Dear Committee Members,
We have to show ID for almost everything we do - going to the doctor, going to school, going to the library, cashing a check - 
there is no reason to NOT show an ID to vote or to register to vote.  A person should not be forced or coerced to vote much less 
given a bribe to vote.  The ability to vote is an honor and a duty. Every responsible taxpayer should vote.  Felons and 
undocumented immigrants should not be able to vote much less register to vote.  It’s a shame that a group of people have taken 
advantage of our great democracy which leads to the fact that we question our voting system.  Thank you for hearing my 
testimony.

San Angelo, TX

Kathy Williams

Indivisible TXLege

I am OPPOSED to this bill as it would prohibit counties from distributing applications for vote by mail. This is VOTER 
SUPRESSION because it prevents counties from providing a service that would shorten the turnaround for mail-in ballots by one 
mail cycle. Big counties need as much time as possible to process vote by mail applications, send ballots, receive ballots. 
Allowing that process to begin only after the office receives an application, slows everything down and can take lower-
engagement voters by surprise and thus deprive them of their right to vote. Our hired help -- elected officials -- should be 
dedicated to making it easier, not harder to vote.

aUSTIN, TX

Sandra Kelly

self

Early voting application forms should be sent to every eligible voter in Texas.

Our system of government demands active participation from citizens to direct the future of our country. I am deeply 
disappointed in anyone, any American citizen and certainly anyone that took the oath of office, who seeks to restrict access to the 
right to vote. 
Using any false statement, much less ‘fraudulence in elections’ is dishonorable and unworthy of your office.  We saw this 
accusation disproven in multiple courts and by the Supreme Court.  There is no indication of election fraud in Texas and no 
election fraud in other states that can be sited as examples indicating any need for limitations on voting.  The opportunity to vote 
should be expanded, not reduced. 
We should all want as many as possible who are eligible to have a voice in the direction of our nation. We pay taxes, we invest in 
government. We should be allowed to have a voice in our system. That is the fundamental premise of our nation
It is your responsibility to ensure and protect the right to vote and the access to that vote is protected for everyone.  Voter 
disenfranchisement is a disgrace. 
Please stop all actions related to voter suppression. Vote to expand voting.  Vote to up hold our system of government, not destroy 
it. 

Denton, TX
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Thank you.

Robert Scott

Self - Retired

I object to this bill as a limitation to voting rights and application of more open elections.  This practice is in place in a number of 
states and there have been no documented cases of unwelcome outcomes (including fraud).  I encourage extension and openness 
in voting registration and voting practices.  When more Texans vote, democracy wins.

COLLEYVILLE, TX

Virginia Fredricks

Self

I am writing to state my opposition to this bill. Making voting harder is not what the legislature should be doing- it is so in 
opposition to what I thought our country is about- a commitment to making voting available to all and easy to access.

Austin, TX

Christina Huckaba, Mrs.

Self Retired Teacher

I oppose this bill.

Boerne, TX

Cathy Murphree

self

I oppose HB25 filed by Representative Swanson. A county official mailing an application for a mail-in ballot encourages voting, 
and in addition does not negatively impact security because the county is working off of voter rolls.
I don't know how to interpret this bill other than an attempt to not avail eligible voters to a more convenient way to vote.
That philosophy is not healthy for a democracy, in which we should be ENCOURAGING more voting, not less.
Cathy Murphree

Richardson, TX

Larry Ringler

Self-retired

I fully support passage of this bill in order to ensure one legal vote by one legal citizen.

Portland, TX

DONNA EYLES

self

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
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As a ballot board worker, I have seen how 1 party can skew who votes in primaries by sending our a seemingly easy way to 
request a mail-in ballot. But the form, in small print, states the request as being for a particular party. People don't read the small 
print and are then forced into that primary whether they like it or not. I have also seen angry comments, torn up ballots - and no 
votes - come back from people who feel they were tricked. This must be stopped. (Even better, stop mail-in voting!) 

Please vote YES on this bill.

Carol Ahlgren

self, retired

I am against this prohibition.  Early voting ballots can be sent to all so they can make their own decision.

Round Rock, TX

Larry Beck

self

I oppose HB25 and any other bill that attempts to suppress the vote in Texas.  It boggles the mind why one political Party would 
go out of their way to inhibit the right to vote for those who are eligible.  The GOP’s claim, that was amplified by Trump’s big lie 
that massive voter fraud exists in this country, has been proven over and over to be a false narrative.  Thus this Bill does nothing 
to secure our voting rights but works instead to obstruct them.   Please don't make choices that subvert free and fair elections for 
ideological purposes

Denton, TX

Kirk Pate, Mr.

Self

Bil HB25 is classic voter suppression. It is almost as incredible as it is disgusting.  The idea that if a newly registered over the age 
65 voter hand delivered his or her voter registration form to the elections office and the clerk could not offer an application to 
vote by mail is absurd.  The bill would reduce public servants in elections offices to merely vassals of the state.

Flatonia, TX

Janet Ott

self, retired

Please vote AGAINST HB 25.  Vote by mail applications have been going out automatically to registered voters over age 65 for 
years with no fraud.  This is a bill is not needed and will actually have the impact of disenfranchising Texas seniors who have 
been using the secure process of vote by mail for years. Thank you.

Round Rock, TX

McKenzie Chapa

Self

ORANGE GROVE, TX
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I am a concerned citizen and I would like you all to vote YES for limiting mail-in ballot application distributors. There should be 
NO pre-filled out applications or unauthorized officers handling sensitive documents. please vote YES for HR25

Eric Mann

Self

Oppose.  This will not help secure elections, only disenfranchise eligible voters.

Dallas, TX

Victoria Hanson

Self - Retired

This is a very good and proactive bill.  There are currently voting procedures in place in which a voter can easily obtain an 
application for an early voting ballot.  Receiving unsolicited applications could  promote voter fraud if used by an individual 
other than the intended recipient.  It reminds me of when I received an unsolicited credit card in the mail, many years ago.  If this 
had been delivered to the wrong address, my mail had been tampered with, etc., this card could have been used by someone other 
than me.  I contacted the state Attorney General and the source of card.  Eventually I received an apology from the credit card 
company with acknowledgment that this practice was not secure nor responsible.  I believe that unsolicited applications for early 
voting ballots is also neither secure or responsible.  
Please vote Yes on this bill.

Corpus Christi, TX

Sharon Barnhouse

Democratic Party

I feel this bill would hinder our free election process. Vote NO for this bill.

Corinth, TX

Anne Mills

self- retired educator

Oppose

Commerce, TX

Aleta Elsie Barlett

Aleta E Barlett

We the people NEED access to be able to VOTE:  Regardless of location, age or race!  

We lose the vote of the people and we become a socialistic country!  Is that what your are working for, because you will not be 
getting my vote come election time.

Llano, TX
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Vanessa MacDougal

self (software engineer)

I oppose this bill. I work in the security industry, and this does nothing to make elections more secure. It only makes it more 
difficult to vote by removing one way seniors can ask for a mail-in ballot. Many seniors are more comfortable and proficient with 
paper forms than online forms. It is a common but mistaken belief that once a voter is 65, they only have to sign up for vote by 
mail once, and people don't realize they have to do it annually. Sending vote-by-mail applications unsolicited helps uphold senior 
Texans' right to vote.

Austin, TX

Lorri Haden

Self/Retired

As a VDR in Travis and surrounding counties, I believe strongly in providing voting information to people regularly and making 
the voting process as transparent and accessible as possible.  I am asking you to OPPOSE HB 25.

Austin, TX

Karen Collins

Self retired

I oppose this bill and hope you will also. Neighbors ought to be able to help our elderly or handicapped neighbors by offering to 
hand them an application to receive a ballot by mail. County clerks ought to be able to send a mail ballot application to all 
registered voters over 65. These are common sense things we should do as a state and country.

Austin, TX

Joanna Beasley

self

Opposed.  Making voting easier is important for democracy.  Making voting more difficult is anti-democratic and unpatriotic.  
This bill would make voting harder for citizens.  That is a bad thing.  Something they would do in a fascist country where they 
don't want citizens to vote.

College Station, TX

Kim Farlow, Retiree

Myself

I oppose HB 25.  Voting options should be expanded not suppressed.  This bill would suppress voters to be able to vote by mail.  
Voting by mail counts the same as a person voting in person.  Any person who votes, regardless of whether it is in person or by 
mail in ballot,  is participating in the most important responsibility a person can do in a democracy.

New Braunfels, TX 

Mary Harwood

self
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Please vote against this bill!  All of us older voters need to get our ballots easily!  Let's make it easy for EVERY eligible Texas to 
vote, no matter their race or financial status.

Round Top, TX

Judith Balch

Self - Retired School Counselor

I have participated in elections in Fayette County for a lot of elections as a voter and as a poll worker. Our Election Administrator 
is extremely competent and there is a high level of security in the mailing, collection and counting of mail in ballots. Voting by 
mail  and early voting have given many people who could not otherwise vote a chance to participate legally in the process. I have 
neither seen nor heard of any abuse of this process in Texas and I believe it should be expanded to everyone.

La Grange, TX

Julie Garcia

self

Please vote for this!  Anything we can do to secure our voting right to one citizen one vote should be a priority. This is common 
sense and will protect our election integrity.

Corpus Christi, TX

Ryan Beasley

self computer scientist

oppose

College Station, TX

Leslie Perry Sloan

self

Please vote YES to this bill.  Very important that only carefully vetted election officials (who can be held accountable) handle 
ballots.  And a pre-completed ballot is ridiculous and should be against the law!  Thank you!

Austin, TX

Joshua Tutt

Self

Please oppose HB 25, as It would prohibit counties from distributing unsolicited vote by mail applications even to voters over 65, 
who automatically qualify. This are unnecessary restrictions. There is ample evidence that other states are able to successfully and 
securely offer no-excuse vote by mail programs, and I see no reason why Texas cannot also achieve the same or higher success 
with a safe and accessible vote by mail program here. In 2020, Vote By Mail was a popular option in Texas, and was used by 
more Texan voters who already qualified under existing requirements. Additional restrictions are an obstacle to Texan’s sacred 
right to vote. 

Somerville, TX
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This issue particularly impacts rural and elderly Texan voters who are not able to safely or reliably get to the polling place. Please 
do not curtail their voices by enacting new prohibitions that will not succeed at the goal of enhancing security, in a domain that 
already exhibits a high level of security. 

This bill also impacts Texan military members and college students significantly. Both groups have the most excellent reasons to 
be far from home when they need to submit their ballots. We should not deter or create unnecessary obstacles for our young 
military members and young professionals of the next generation to have their voice heard in our society. This sacred civic duty 
must not be denied. “On person, one vote” must not be reduced to “one person, no vote”. 

Please oppose HB 25.

Alexander Montalvo

self, consultant

Vote against House Bill 25. It would prohibit counties from distributing unsolicited vote by mail applications even to voters over 
65, who automatically qualify.

Fort Worth, TX

Dianna Berg

Retired voter

Oppose

LaGrange, TX

Dianna Berg

Personal

Oppose

LaGrange, TX

scott mesmer

self

Limiting distribution to as few responsible parties is crucial to maintaining integrity.  Leave the Distribution to authorized 
election officials   please vote for HB 25

corpus christi, TX

Nina Brodsky

self

I oppose this bill.

Austin, TX
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Shawna Ford

Self, educator

I oppose HB 25. It would prohibit counties from distributing unsolicited vote by mail applications even to voters over 65, who 
automatically qualify.

Aledo, TX

Cynthia Gaskill

Self

I am in favor of HB 25.  Applications for Early Voting Ballots should not be distributed to any person unless they meet the 
qualifications defined by Chapter 84 of the Election Code.  No exceptions shall be made to ensure the integrity of elections in the 
State of Texas.  Thank you for your time.

Magnolia, TX

Cyral Miller

self, educational consultant

I am writing asking you to vote AGAINST this bill.  It would prohibit counties from distributing unsolicited votes by mail 
applications even to voters over 65, who automatically qualify.  Why make that a more cumbersome process?  Let's make voting 
MORE accessible, not less!

Austin, TX

Eileen Chapman

Self. Retired

Please support

Lumberton, TX

Aaron Ramirez

Self

This bill is great. This will make sure we are monitoring where ballots are, who has control of them and they aren’t being 
harvested. I completely support this bill to assist in the effort of maintaining election integrity. We already have a process in place 
for voters in nueces county to request a ballot.

Corpus Christi, TX

Sydney Killough

Self

Early voting should be done in person only.

Utopia, TX
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Kevin Williams

Self, Retired

I fully support HB 25 by Rep. Valerie Swanson. Texas must never allow the wholesale election fraud that occurred last November 
in states that mailed out ballots to every voter on their (inaccurate) voter rolls. Texans deserve better - for our votes to COUNT. 
And that will only happen if we prevent election fraud.

The Woodlands, TX

brad hodges

self

For HB25.

austin, TX

Jennifer Lane

self

Please all, vote AGAINST HB25. It would prohibit Counties from distributing unsolicited vote by mail applications even to 
voters 65 and older, who automatically qualify.
Thank you.

Denton, TX

Jim Riley

Self

In 2020 I was affiliated with the Libertarian Party.

The Harris County Clerk sent me an application to vote by mail in the July primary runoff. It would have been illegal for me to 
vote in that election.

Houston, TX

Penny Bradshaw, Resident

Self / concerned citizen

This is yet another voter suppression tactic to keep voters from voting by mail, a knee jerk reaction to unfounded allegations of 
voter fraud and stolen elections propagated by Russian misinformation and promoted by members of the  Republican Party whose 
main objective is re-election and control of the house and senate regardless of Texas resident’s objections to severely oppressive 
bills such as these. This bill and its companion, SB 208, should not be supported by either the house or the senate.  This bill is an 
affront to our democracy.

The Woodlands, TX

Linda Maldonado

Self/Retired
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I do not support HB 25 because it would disenfranchise elderly people who vote by mail.

San Antonio, TX

Annette Spanhel

self, Accountant

I oppose this bill.

Driftwood, TX

Ellen Duncan

self

I SUPPORT HB 1382.  My son was unable to vote in this year's presidential election because he never received his ballot though 
he applied for it in the summer.  He has voted absentee in every election, taking his duty to vote very seriously.  The first 4 years 
he received his ballots with no problem while a student in Virginia. As a law student at the University of Texas the first year he 
voted with ease until the presidential election.  The Comal County elections office first gave him the wrong information 
(volunteers often get it wrong according to Cynthia Jaqua CCEO head) and told him his ballot had been mailed.  It had not. Then 
some days I checked with the office on his behalf since I was doing my duty serving on the ballot board, the Elections Office 
head checked and it in fact had NEVER BEEN MAILED and claimed they never received his ballot request despite the fact that 
he had voted absentee for 5 1/2 years with ease.  They ultimately mailed a new ballot though it was just at the deadline for 
absentee ballot requests and that ballot finally did come but  two weeks AFTER the election due to POSTAL DELAYS.  It's 
common sense to have electronic tracking.  Why do we want to rely on volunteers in busy elections offices to provide such 
important information when this cane done with ease?  Let's join modern times and make it EASIER for Texans to vote not more 
difficult!

New Braunfels, TX 

Janet Dudding

Self

OPPOSE

Bryan, TX

Arthur Simon

self, artist

I oppose this bill because county elections officials should retain their authority sending vote by mail applications.

Austin, TX

Reuben Leslie

12203 Antoinette place

I strongly oppose this bill because MORE not fewer responsible adults and especially office holders should be helping fellow 

Austin, TX
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citizens who have difficulty getting to the polls obtain the correct form to apply to vote by mail. The limited access to a ballot by 
mail application we already have is an obstacle to voting. My experience requesting the official form from the Secretary of State's 
office resulting in a limited number of forms (5) delivered too late for me to use or share with neighbors. Not all voters can 
download and print the form. Voters cannot count on their request for applications will resulting in the form arriving in time to 
vote. This bill would make the problem worse!

Jesse Suarez

Rabalais I&E Constructors

Totally agree with this. If somebody cant vote in person but still wants to vote then that person should be the one who initiates the 
request for early voting form and not some election official or party member distributing forms. I've even heard of application 
forms being filled out in advance prior to distribution. This should put a stop to that nonsense. Also automatically distributing 
application forms to people who might not even use the form is wasteful. Please vote yes on HB25

Corpus Christi, TX

Maria Trevino

Self

Respectfully I disagree with sending everyone a ballot only legal registered voters and unless there is something that prevents 
them from going in person such as hospitalization, disability or home confinement due to illness people should vote in person and 
only one day to vote. I don’t agree on a whole month to be open to vote.

Alice, TX

Amanda Reed

Represent Us Texas

Dear Election Committee,

Thank you for hearing our comments. I am writing to oppose HB 25 and all other proposed measures which aim to restrict rather 
than guide and encourage voting of all forms. Texans are hard-working people and often have jobs that conflict with a small 
voting period. Allowing for early voting, early requests of ballots and other such measures will only help our citizens participate 
in government, leading to better outcomes for people and the members of our legislature that care about those people. 

I am proud to live in Texas and hope that over the next few years we can transform from being a 'difficult' state to vote in, to 
being a high-turnout and high-engagement state. Many citizens are doing their part - please help make it easy for us to 
participate!

Thank you,

Amanda Reed

Frisco, TX

Carol E Edwards

self / retired

Austin, TX
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AGAINST

Wilson Yager, Mr.

self, retired

I oppose this attempt to suppress voting and urge its rejection by the House.

Corinth, TX

Diana Sharp, Mrs.

Democratic Women of Comal County

OPPOSE House Bill 25

New Braunfels, TX 

Theresa Werth

Self

I disagree with prohibitinh the distribution of the early voting ballot. There is no proof this process increased fraud but it did 
increase turnout so it should be retained.

Leander, TX

Jamie Gresham

Self/Homemaker

Voting should be easier for ALL Americans, including mail in, early voting, assistance to the polls if needed.

Fort Worth, TX

Julie Dahlberg

Self

I am providing public comment in support of HB 25. Ballots should not be widely distributed, but have to be requested for the 
authorized reasons only. Please vote to pass this bill out of committee.

La Vernia, TX

Kathy Turner

self, retired

I support this bill.  The distribution of an application for early ballot could be done in a capricious and arbitrary manner, and 
could also encourage non-compliance with laws on permissible early voting, and voting by mail.

McGregor, TX
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Annie Compton

self

Oppose

Austin, TX

Zenobia Joseph

Self

I oppose “Sec. 84.0111.PROHIBITION ON DISTRIBUTION OF OFFICIAL APPLICATION FORM.”  
Note: My TLO is down due to technical difficulty—unable to broadcast committee hearings. What is the author’s intent? 

Current law directs the early voting clerk to reject unauthorized ballots which balances competing interests—efforts to 
proactively get out the vote.

“Sec. 86.001.  REVIEWING APPLICATION AND PROVIDING BALLOT.  (a)  The early voting clerk shall review each 
application for a ballot to be voted by mail.
(b)  If the applicant is entitled to vote an early voting ballot by mail, the clerk shall provide an official ballot to the applicant as 
provided by this chapter.
(c)  Except as provided by Section 86.008, if the applicant is not entitled to vote by mail, the clerk shall reject the application, 
enter on the application "rejected" and the reason for and date of rejection, and deliver written notice of the reason for the 
rejection to the applicant at both the residence address and mailing address on the application.”

Thanks.~zcj

Austin, TX
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